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The choice between A*- G an 9 - 1 Grading 
 

Cambridge International offers the choice between A*-G and 9-1 grading for Cambridge IGCSE for schools in the Middle 

East and North Africa in addition to other countries. 

 

Where both A*-G and 9-1 grades are available in a subject, students study the same syllabus and sit the same exam. The 

only difference is how their exam is graded. Schools make the choice of grading scale when they enter their students for 

the exam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The choice of grade system will be made when schools make entries for the June 2019 and June 2020 examinations; 

the A*-G graded syllabus and the 9-1 graded syllabus have different syllabus codes and your school Exams Officer will 

need to know which option to take in order to make entries for the correct syllabus. 

 
 
 

Cambridge IGCSE 9–1 

Which Cambridge IGCSE subjects are available with 9-1 grading? 
 

First Language English (0990)   Business Studies (0986) 

Mathematics (0980)    Coordinated Science (0984) 

Biology (0970)     Physical Education (0995) 

Chemistry (0971)    Computer Science (0984) 

Physics (0972)     Music (0978) 

History (0977)     Design & Technology (0979) 

Geography (0976)    Drama (0994) 

English as a Second Language (0991)  English as a Second Language (Speaking endorsement) (0993) 

Art & Design (0989)    Accounting (0985)* 

Literature in English (0992)   Economics (0987)* 

French (7156)     First Language Arabic (7184)*     

German (7159)     Information & Communication Technology (0983) 

Spanish (7160)     Italian (7164)  

     *available in 2020 
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 How do the grades compare? 

 

A* and 9 are the top grades available. The majority of students 

achieving a grade 9 would have achieved an A* in the A*- G 

grading scale, and vice versa.  

The awarding of A* and 9 are worked out in different ways. A* is 

based on the number of marks the student achieves. Grade 9 

shows that a student is in the top percentage of students that 

achieved over a Grade 7.  

Due to this formula, fewer students will achieve a grade 9 than 

would have achieved an A*. 

A student that would have achieved a B could achieve either a 5 or 

6 under the 9-1 system, depending on whether it was a ‘low’ B or a 

‘high’ B. 

The grade threshold for C and grade 4 is the same. A student who 

would have achieved ‘high’ C grade under the A*-G scale would 

achieve a 5 under the 9-1 scale. 

 

What have universities said about the new grades? 
 

Universities do not make offers based on GCSE or IGCSE results – offers are based on A Levels or equivalent 

qualifications. 

Universities equate A to a grade 7, as the grade thresholds are identical. For highly-competitive courses, some 

International university admissions offices state that they would expect successful applicants to have As and A*s at 

IGCSE.  Under the 9-1 grading system, 7, 8 and 9 would be seen as equivalent.   

 

FAQs 

Will A Levels or Cambridge International A Levels change to 9-1 grading? 

No, the grade change is only for GCSEs in England and some IGCSEs in some countries. 

Can a student take some Cambridge IGCSEs with 9-1 option and other subjects with A*-G option? 

Students and schools can choose how to use the flexibility of having both grade systems available. We would 
encourage schools to ensure that students and parents understand how the different grade systems compare in order 
that they are confident in the system being used. 

Will 9-1 grades be extended to more subjects? 

The current range of subjects with 9-1 availability reflects the most popular subjects in countries where this is made 
available. This list will remain under review as we continue to consult with schools. 

Which grade set should we choose for our child? 

We trust schools to make educational decisions in the best interests of their students and support them in providing as 
much information as possible before they choose which grade set to use. We encourage schools to get in touch with us 
with any questions about Cambridge IGCSE grading choice. 

Learn more! Go to www.cambridgeinternational.org/9-1 or call us on 00441223 553 554 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/9-1

